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y3 - Flow - Knowledge organiser
Cities and countries

City - A large, populated area. In the
UK, cities often have a cathedral,
university or a particular form of
local government. ‘City’ status is
granted by the monarch.

County - Counties (not to be mistaken
for countries) are areas of land
containing several cities and towns.
They are used as areas controlled by
local governments.

Chelmsford

Cities near us

How rivers are formed

how rivers flow

How rivers change in their journey

This is the county of Essex. There are three main
cities in Essex, including Chelmsford. There are
also several large towns and many rural villages.

Rivers usually begin in
upland areas where high
levels of rain or snow
lead to water flowing
downhill because of
steep slopes and gravity.

Rivers flow across the land and they can bend
and meander around obstacles in their way, like
large rocks and hills. As they flow, they wear the
soil and rocks in the land. This is called erosion. 

Rivers change depending on what stage (or
course) they’re in.

CHELMSFORD

COLCHESTER

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA

Upper stage- Streams are small
and narrow here but water
moves very rapidly. It can
wear away rock to create
waterfalls and valleys.

Middle stage- The river
becomes wider and deeper
because the land is flatter.
There is more water but the
speed begins to slow.
Meanders start to form.

Lower stage- Here the river will
widen and begin to flatten out.
Water flows slowly and the
river straightens out. It will
often lead to a lake or ocean.
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